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ChRIStIan EduCatIon & MISSIonS

Back to School Around the World
This year the Christian 

Education (CE) committee is 
asking children to bring in school 
supplies for Church World Service 
school kits as their mission offering. 
Each week we will ask the kids to 
bring one of the school supplies to 
make up the kits (see above). 

It is our hope that while you are 
out school shopping for your kids 
that you might think about picking 
up some or all of the supplies to 
make up a school kit. Let’s see how 
many kits we can make! 

CE also needs people to help us 
sew the bags that go along with the 
school kits. The bags can be 12" x 14" 

or 12" x 17" cotton or lightweight 
canvas with cloth handles. You 
can either see Deb Stiffler or 
Julia Cribby to get bag-making 
instructions. Thank you all for  
your help!  — Julia Cribby

SCHOOL IS NOW IN SESSION 
Kids around the world need school supplies! 

1
3
1
1
1
6
1

pair of blunt metal scissors (rounded tip)
70-count spiral notebooks or notebooks totaling 200-210 pages (no loose-leaf or filler paper)
hand-held pencil sharpener
30-centimeter ruler (12-inch)
box of 24 crayons (only 24) 
new pencils with erasers
large eraser

To assemble a school kit you will need:

We’re looking for sewing 

helpers to make canvas bags 

for the school kits!

School kits give children in refugee 
camps, impoverished schools, or 
other difficult settings some of the 
basic tools for learning.
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RuMMagE SalE

Let’s Get Ready to Rummage!
Can you believe it! It’s time to 

start planning for the annual 
Rummage Sale. We hope this year’s 
sale will be bigger than ever. 

We know you are anxious to start 
cleaning those closets and donating 
all those wonderful items to a 
worthy cause. 

Our sale provides an inexpensive 
source of clothing and other needed 
items to our community. It’s 
fundraising and mission work all 
rolled up into one BIG event. 

In fact, we are thinking of adding 
a new component to the sale this 
year which involves asking for a 
food donation to be brought the 
day of the sale. We will then donate 
the goods collected to the Franklin 
Food Pantry. 

At the end of the sale, we will 
once again be collecting specific 
clothing items to go to City Reach 
and baskets and floral glassware 
for HMEA to benefit their adult 
program that employs disabled 
adults. They run a florist in 
Plainville.

So, start packing up those 
unused working electronics, gently 
worn clothing, jewelry, toys, CDs, 
records, and DVDs, holiday items, 
tools, household items and books. 
The more information you can give 
us about any unique items will 
make it easier for us to price. If you 
are donating an electronic item, 
please put a note on it letting us 

know if it is new or how old it is. 
Let your co-workers and neighbors 
know about the sale and how they 
can help with donations. 

We will start collecting items on 
Saturday, September 24th. Items 
can be dropped off and put outside 
the kitchen door. We ask that items 
be dropped off before 5 p.m. each 
day so that they can be brought 
inside. Items left outside overnight 
sometimes disappear. If you have 
antiques or something of more 
value, please contact Lesa Rogers at 
508-282-0868 to arrange a drop off 
time.

Don’t worry that you will be 
excluded from the process if you 
have nothing to donate. There 
is a job for everyone. We need 
volunteers to sort clothing, price 
household items, games, baskets, 
pocketbooks, sporting goods, and 
much more. We could also use help 
with bringing items in from outside 
a couple of nights during the week 
and moving boxes to our storage 
unit. In addition, help is always 
needed the day of the sale for set up 
(7 – 9 a.m.), selling and monitoring 
(9 a.m. – 2 p.m.), and clean up 
(2 – 4-ish p.m.). A sign-up sheet will 
be posted in the parlor. Your time 
is valuable and it is a wonderful gift 
to give.

If you know of any students in 
need of Community Service hours, 
please note that the hours spent 

FFC Rummage Sale
Saturday, october 15th 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
ItEMS aCCEptEd

Books, Cds, dVds, Records, 
Clothing, Lamps, holiday items, 
household bric-a-brac, Small 
Non-upholstered Furniture, 
Toys, Electronics, Jewelry, Tools 
and Antiques. 

ItEMS not aCCEptEd

Cribs, Car seats, Encyclopedias, 
Skis, Computers, TVs, 
upholstered Furniture, Large 
Exercise Equipment, Stuffed 
Animals, and anything stained, 
torn, or broken.

helping with the sale can be used 
towards that goal. We will be happy 
to provide a letter for the student 
stating same. 

In addition, we are in great need 
of some further support for this 
event and would love to have you 
join our little committee. If you feel 
up to this challenge and can spare 
a few hours each week over a four 
week period, please contact Lesa 
Rogers by email at lesa.rogers@
comcast.net, Dayle Maltais by 
phone/text at 617-906-1383, or Chris 
Brown by email at cpannibrown@
gmail.com.

— Lesa Rogers
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SCRIptuRE MattERS

Hey Jude!
The book of Jude is the shortest book in our Bible. 

A lean twenty-five verses, it gets in there and 
makes its point quickly and clearly. It does not mince 
words, and it is considered one of the “punchiest” 
books of the Bible in terms of tone. 

As I write this I am preparing to head to Europe for 
a month (more on that later). We are still experiencing 
the aftershocks, or Brexit, of Britain leaving the 
European Union. There are opinions on both sides of 
that issue (should they have stayed or were they right 
to go) but everyone agrees on one thing: there will be 
consequences. 

That’s one of the prime messages of Jude! 
See, faith is an endeavor, Jude cautions, that is not 

to be taken lightly. As such, this particular letter is 
written with a firm hand, warning the readers that 
if they cannot keep the faith in proper way, with the 
proper level of decorum and attention to detail, then 
they will suffer the consequences. 

So who is this expert on the early Christian faith? 
Many want Jude to be the brother of Jesus. In the 
preamble Jude says he is the “brother of James.” James, 
of course, was the name of the brother of Jesus, so folks 
rush in to attribute the letter to him. Was it in fact a 
brother of Jesus who wrote this letter? Well, we cannot 
prove it wasn’t, but we also know that attribution was a 
key feature of early letters, where an author, in order to 
secure a hearing for his ideas, would attribute them to 
a better-known figure. 

Half of all the witty quotes in the world are 
attributed to Ben Franklin, but he never said “Beer 
is proof that God loves us and wants us to be happy.” 
But when someone misattributes it to Franklin it gets 

more weight and seems more important than it really 
is. In the same way, some books in our Bible may be 
attributed to folks who were certainly important but 
who never actually wrote them. 

Regardless, the author does draw on the Jewish 
tradition, quoting scripture throughout verses 5-16. The 
author of Jude is well read, quoting 1 Enoch, Genesis, 
and other scriptures to make points about sexual 
impurity and numerous times when people turned 
their backs on God and suffered for it. 

In the latter part of the letter, Jude goes all in with 
the apostles, holding them up as paragons against false 
teachers. It’s here that some of the most helpful lines 
crop up: “But you, beloved, build yourselves up on your 
most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit; keep yourselves 
in the love of God; look forward to the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.” (Jude 20-
21). As harsh as Jude can sometimes be, it’s in the spirit 
of reconciliation. Jude is concerned for a community 
that sometimes gets too caught up in itself and its 
desires and needs, putting themselves in higher esteem 
than God, it seems. That’s strong language in 2016, but 
it helps us consider how we go forward when it feels 
like the world is changing around us. 

Sometimes keeping closer to God helps us feel better 
grounded to face the challenges of changing nations, 
and even with the simpler challenges we face at home. 

Pray for the people of Europe as they navigate this 
new chapter. As Paul McCartney, one of the most 
famous British songwriters once wrote, “Hey Jude, 
don’t be afraid….” 

Peace, 
Pastor Charley
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REStoRatIon CaMpaIgn

Stepping Out, Stepping Up
Workers demolished FFC’s old, 

damaged wooden steps and 
landings and replaced them with 
new composite decking at both 
front entrances in July and August. 

This latest Restoration Campaign 
project significantly improves the 
safety of entering the church, while 
providing a welcoming, visual 
upgrade. 

JT Contracting LLC of Foxboro 
performed the demolition and 
installation work. Dennis Groleau 

and Steve Fisk of Buildings and 
Grounds installed the railing, along 
with help from (and special thanks 
to) Seth Newton. Total cost of labor 
and materials was $20,210. 

Once workers removed the old 
landings at both entrances, they 
discovered that they could see down 
into the basement in two areas — a 
closet underneath the main office 
area, and the sexton’s basement office. 
To remedy this unexpected problem, 
workers installed water barriers 

underneath the decking to divert 
drainage away from the building. 

In addition, workers raised the 
level of the landings to be even 
with the door thresholds, to enable 
easier access to wheelchairs in case 
we decide in the future to install a 
wheelchair lift at either entrance. 

All Restoration Campaign projects 
are made possible by your financial 
commitment to restoring our 
church. Thank you! 

— Greg Flynn

old new»

Main entrance

old new»

north entrance
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REStoRatIon CaMpaIgn

New Awning Graces Rear Entrance
Not content with just sprucing 

up the main entrances, workers 
from JT Contracting also replaced 
the damaged slanted awning over 
the kitchen-side entrance with a 
simpler, sturdier A-frame structure 
during July and August. 

Lack of a gutter on the higher 
roofline meant that water fell off 
the roof directly onto the slanted 
awning. Years of water and ice 
damage had weakened the original 
structure, to the point where the 
shingles were damaged and the 
plywood ceiling of the awning had 
started to bow.

With the December addition of 
a gutter and downspout to divert 
water away from the entrance, along 
with heat cables to minimize ice 
dams, there was less of a need for a 
large, slanted structure.    

JT Contracting LLC of Foxboro 
performed the demolition and 
installation work, along with 
additional siding repairs. Total cost 
of labor and materials was $7,730. 

Again, completion of these long-
needed capital projects is a direct 
result of your generous gifts to the 
Restoration Campaign. Thank you! 

— Greg Flynn

old new»

Kitchen entrance

Workers removed the old structure, 
added new siding, and built a 
sturdy new a-frame awning.

Strawberry Shortcake Booth After a slow start and a thunderstorm on Friday 
night, the weather brightened and the crowds came to enjoy an annual tradition at 
the Franklin Fourth of July festivities. A very big thank you goes out to everyone 
who worked the booth, set-up and cleaned up, donated, and came by to purchase a 
delicious strawberry shortcake. Franklin’s festival on the town common gives FFC a 
presence and voice in the wider community. The booth was a huge success this year, 
profiting $1,467. — Annette Thompson and Tiffany Vail Miller
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Volunteers for September Sunday Services
 SEpt. 4 11th 18th 25th

gREEtERS Laura Anderson Jeannette Gianotti Carrie Flynn Joan Harlow 
 Nancy Ross  Jane Sveden Michelle Smits

uShERS Pam Fothergill Colella Family Rebecca Ballinger Maridee Kirwin 
   Brenda Simoncini Deb Stiffler

CandlE lIghtERS Dottie Diskin Janice Houlihan Erin Poirier Bonnie Sousa 
 Beth Fisk Darrell Oakley Lesa Rogers 

dEaCon oF thE day Karen Leenhouts Maridee Kirwin Bonnie Sousa Deb Bergstrom

CountER John Wagner Allen Sawyer Seth Newton Roger Bailey

ChECKER Barbara Wagner Chris Brown Brenda Simoncini Michelle Smits

lItuRgISt Colleen Hughes-Paterno Tim Danielson Phoebe Eastman Sue Borchard

ConnECt gRoupS

Good News: Connect Group Signups!
You are warmly invited! Plan to 

register for 10 weeks of fun and 
spirited fellowship as part of a FFC 
Connect Group. 

Connect Groups meet in 
semester-length sessions in a safe, 
comfortable, stress-free place, 

usually someone’s home, where 
individuals have the opportunity to 
gather with old friends, make new 
friends, learn something new, renew 
an interest, and grow spiritually 
within a social context.

The Fall Catalog of Connect 

Group activities and special interest 
opportunities will be in your 
Sunday bulletin on September 4.

Stay tuned. Look forward to perusing  
the new catalog and plan to register 
for fun and fellowship by joining a 
Connect Group. — Jane Sveden

Rally Sunday

Sunday, September 11 is Rally Sunday and Potluck
FFC’s Rally Sunday offers a full 

morning of events, including: 
 9:30 a.M. Sunday SChool »

REgIStRatIon in the parlor for 
children ages preschool through 
grade 8.

 10 a.M. WoRShIp and BlESSIng oF »
thE BaCKpaCKS  Kids and youth of 
all ages are invited to bring their 

backpacks to worship. During 
Children’s Time, they and their 
backpacks will visit with Pastor 
Charley as he provides a blessing to 
start off the school year.

 all-ChuRCh potluCK»  begins 
immediately after worship. Come 
if you are able! Look for a sign-
up sheet in the parlor to bring 

a salad or main dish to share. 
Christian Education will provide 
cool drinks and desserts. You will 
also have time during the luncheon 
to register your kids for Sunday 
School. There will be plenty of food 
for all to share!

We look forward to seeing everyone 
and hearing about your summer!
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Congratulations to our recent graduates!
 » BEnSon ColElla King Philip Regional High 

School, attending Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 
majoring in chemical engineering

 » MaIa patERno Milford High School, attending 
Belmont University in Nashville

 » MaRy pFEIFlE Franklin High School, attending 
Endicott College, studying elementary education

 » andREW puRdy The Walnut Hill School for the 
Arts (Natick, MA), attending Elon University

 » EMIly SaWyER Franklin High School, attending 
Syracuse University, studying communication

 » SEan Van hynIng from Bridgewater State 
University with a Bachelor’s degree in English & 
Secondary Education

ChuRCh CounCIl CoRnER

Looking Forward to Fall
Church Council continued to meet this summer 

planning for fall events, plotting them on the 
Church calendar, hearing a moving presentation 
regarding addiction of all types and its impact on the 
community and considering what we, as your council, 
might do to support restoration and renewal within 
ourselves and FFC.

As you may have heard, there is no student minister 
this fall. Andover-Newton Seminary, Charley’s alma 
mater, is closing as is the Episcopal Divinity School in 
Cambridge. Instead, thanks to the Worship Team there 
will be opportunities for lay participation.

Affirmation begins in October. Who does 
not remember the outstanding experiences and 
presentations of the youth of FFC? Who does not look 
forward to meeting and greeting this year’s group of 
affirmands as they explore their faith.

The second part of the Annual Church Meeting resulted 
in a vote to return to a January to December fiscal year. 

This meant a vote to have a half-year budget, July 1st to 
December 31st, 2016, with a new budget for 2017. 

How does this impact you? We will have a fall 
Stewardship campaign and pledge for twelve (12) rather 
than six (6) months. The budget is lean for the six-
month period as we assess needs and try to be minimal 
in expenditures.

There is so much good to write about — the summer 
music, the hymn sings, the care we share for each other 
and the concern for the wider world. We have the will, 
the faith and the heart to be Christians and to try to 
live and be our faith.

I hope that you will support Christian Education and 
their need for teachers. If we have many teachers, then 
one only teaches for a few times each year. 

Please remember those who are not sitting in the 
pews due to illness or recovery. Make a joyful noise as 
the fall unfolds — doing, being and living your life fully. 

— Maridee Kirwin, for Church Council

Franklin Federated Church presents

New England Ringers
Friday, November 26, 2016 • Franklin Federated Church • 7:30 p.m.
$15 per person • (508) 528-3803 or franklin.federated@gmail.com
We’re thrilled to host the New England Ringers after a two year hiatus!  
Watch for ticket info and sponsorship opportunities in October Connections.

— The Christmas Concert Team
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outREaCh and puBlIC RElatIonS

Little Free Library Update
The church’s Little Free Library 

is proving to be a popular 
community outreach effort. Pastor 
Charley reports that he sees people 
every day making use of it. Books 
come and go regularly, and at one 
point in August, the library was 
stuffed to overflowing with books 
two deep on both shelves.

Following the advice of the 
community of Little Free Library 
stewards to which I now belong, 
I am regularly “curating” our 
collection. When the library gets 
so full that it is difficult to browse, 
I remove books. I rotate out books 
that have been there for a while. I 
am saving up seasonal books, such 
as a number of children’s Christmas 

titles, to return when it gets closer 
to the holiday.

I’m pleased to report that a new 
Little Free Library was installed this 
summer at the Franklin Housing 
Authority property on East Park 
Street. I brought some of our 
overflow books to that library, and 
will continue to do so when it seems 
there is a need there.

We have added bookmarks to 
the library for people to take which 
explain on one side how the library 
works and on the other side give 
information about the church.

Thanks to everyone for 
supporting this project!

— Tiffany Vail Miller
Outreach and Public Relations Team

 September Birthdays
 2 Jane Sveden 

Betsy (Wahlers) Bertoni
 6 Bob Arthur 

Erica Sawicki
 7 John Wallace
 8 Roger Bailey
 9 Linda Robbins
 10 Melissa White
 15 Gregory Lewis
 16 Donald Goddard
 19 Brett Dumart 

Matthew Dumart
 21 Alex White
 22 Ryan Spencer
 23 Sarah Pfeifle
 26 Leslie Spencer

 September anniversaries
 2 Carrie & Greg Flynn
 11 Lois & Donald Dauley
 11 Karen & Doug Leenhouts
 15 Leslie & Larry Spencer
 16 Jackie & Parker Vetrano
 20 Michelle & Peter Smits
 24 “Mike” & Al Wahlers

Email greg@covalentdesign.com  
to see your birthday and 
anniversary dates in Connections.

a thank you note to FFC
On behalf of the vendors at the 
Franklin Farmer’s Market, thank 
you for your continued support. 
We appreciate you allowing us 
to utilize your building while we 
support our local agricultural 
community. Thank you,
Cynthia Garboski, FFM Manager

like to golf? Join us on the links on Saturday, Sept. 
24th, for our annual golf tournament at holliston’s Pinecrest 
Golf Club. Bring a box (or more) of Cheerios for the  
food pantry. Contact Roger Bailey at 508-528-2262 or  
at handr607@yahoo.com to reserve your spot.

Froyo get to Know yo! 
if you are in grades 7–12 come 
meet the Youth Group advisors 
and Youth Group members at the 
Franklin FroYo World on Saturday, 
September 10, 2016, at 4 p.m. 
RSVP at hughespaterno@gmail.
com (Colleen) or call 508-553-
9085 (Bob). The treat is on us!


