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We all have ways that we can 
help, but we don’t always know 

how to go about it.
A perfect example for me occurred just 

a few weeks ago. I was so happy to see 
Al and Mike Wahlers back at church. 
At the same time, I wasn’t sure what to 
say to them! I was feeling kind of guilty 
that I hadn’t contributed a meal or had 
a chance to help out. I felt really bad 
about it and didn’t know how to fix it, 
or what I could do to help now. 

I thought it was too late, but of 
course God provided that answer for 
me one Sunday when I was Deacon of 
the Day. I had the mic and was walking 
around for the prayer requests. Al 
raised his hand, as I stood next to him, 
he thanked everyone for all they had 
done to help him and Mike. 

I wanted to sink down low at that 
point, but then he mentioned that 
others had been asking how they could 
help, and he said that he and Mike 
would like to keep attending church, 
but they needed a ride. I couldn’t 
believe it! It was so simple! I live on 
Lincoln Street; this was something I 
could do for them! 

As I was standing there, I realized 
that if that was me, I would never have 
asked for help, or if I did ask I would 
have practically talked people out of 
it because I wouldn’t have wanted to 
inconvenience them or put them out it 

any way. I would not have given them 
the chance to help as they are able, 
and to make the choice for themselves 
whether they could help or not. 

This would have been a disservice 
to all those who seek to help, but 
don’t always know how to go about 
it. If Al hadn’t asked I wouldn’t have 
known how to help, and I would have 
continued to feel terrible that I hadn’t 
done anything even though I wanted to.

So, we are asking. We need help.
Many of you gave to the Restoration 

Campaign to fix up the building, and 
we are so thankful for you. Through 
the Stewardship Campaign, we’re 
asking you to help steward the daily 
and weekly ministries of the church 
with your pledge. When we give to 
the church we give to support each 
other — the people we see each week, 
share communion with, and share 
experiences with through the many 
groups at FFC. 

So we’re asking: have you felt moved 
to pledge monthly to support the good 
work of the church? 

Will you join us on Stewardship 
Sunday on November 20th? Will 
you please include the stewardship 
campaign in your daily prayers, and also 
pray about joining us in this mission? 

Thank you so much for all you do! 
— Pam Fothergill, on behalf of the 

Stewardship Committee

StewardShIp

A gift that supports each other
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welCome mInIStry

Connect Groups need YOU!
We have been doing Connect Groups for quite a 

while now, and many have stood up in church to 
affirm how much these groups have meant to them as 
individuals. This means then that we as a church also 
benefit, as more connections and friendships are formed. 

In order for Connect Groups to succeed, we need as 
many in the church as possible to join a group. And in order 
for that to happen, we need more groups — and leaders! 

The Welcome Ministry has brainstormed many group 
ideas, and others have come up with groups on their own. 

We are so grateful for all those leaders who have 

agreed to lead a group during one (or more!) of the 
semesters. We’d like more of you to have the experience 
of being a group leader, and now is your chance. 

Please let a member of the Welcome Ministry know 
if you are considering leading a group, even if you don’t 
have a specific group in mind. We’re pretty sure you 
won’t regret it!

(Who’s in the Welcome Ministry? Glad you asked! 
We are: Jane Sveden, Maridee Kirwin, Susy Affleck-
Childs, Paulina Teng, Bob Miller, Dottie Diskin, and 
Nancy Ross.)  — Nancy Ross

mISSIonS, reStoratIon CampaIgn

FFC supports New Hope with $10k gift
Missions Sunday on October 16th was a very busy 

day at Franklin Federated Church. 
A very important part of the service was presenting 

Marcia Szymanski, the President of New Hope, with 
a check for $10,000! This is part of the very generous 
percentage of funds raised for last year’s Restoration 
Campaign. Marcia was very grateful. 

As a congregation, we decided that a vital part of our 
Restoration Campaign to restore our church home would 
be a mission-centric effort to restore local families. 

Each person pledging to the campaign was invited 
to dedicate a portion of that pledge to the RESPECT 
program of New Hope, whose mission is to end 
domestic violence in 54 communities, including 
Franklin. The RESPECT program works to hold 
individuals accountable for their abusive behaviors and 
to help them learn non-violent communication skills.

The Missions and Restoration teams are exceedingly 

thankful for your generosity. For more information on 
the RESPECT program, visit http://www.new-hope.org/
respect-program/ — Deb Stiffler and Greg Flynn

pastor Charley eastman, Colleen hughes-paterno 
and dottie goddard join marcia Szymanski (with 
microphone) of new hope during missions Sunday.

Stewardship Sunday potluck We will be enjoying a potluck luncheon immediately following service on 
Stewardship Sunday, November 20, 2016. If you’d like to contribute a lucky pot (along with food inside of it,  
of course), please use the sign-up board in the Parlor. Bon Appétit! — The Stewardship Team
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reStoratIon CampaIgn

Keeping up the good work
With autumn in full splendor, 

the Restoration Committee 
is reflecting upon the work done 
this summer and examining our 
goals for the remainder of 2016, 
starting first with finances.

Budget
As of September 21, 2016, the 

Restoration Campaign’s books are 
looking good. A total of $503,035 
has been pledged of which $17,055 is 
pledged to New Hope.

We have received cash pledges 
of $187,988 and stock pledges 
of $59,885 with an approximate 
current value of stocks currently 
$73,000. Of the stock, we have 
sold and received $42,000, leaving 
approximately $31,000 held in stock. 
$1,942 is owed from the Church’s 
operating account, which reflects 
two weeks of pledge collection.

The Committee has cash on hand 
of $129,882, which includes $42,000 
from the stock sales and the $1,942 
of recent collections. We have paid 
$100,107 for Church restoration 
projects.

Summer projeCtS 
Safety We completed the 

replacement of both entrance 
stairways this summer, at a cost of 
$20,210. 

Structure The awning over the 
basement entrance was replaced at 
a cost of $7,730.

Structure We greatly appreciate 
the Youth Group’s generous 

donation of their time and money in 
restoring the playground behind the 
Church. 

Fall projeCtS 
Warmth Church boilers were 

due to be replaced in October, 
however due to unforeseen issues at 
our chosen vendor, the project was 
delayed and sent out to be re-bid. 

After choosing Victory Heating 
& Air Conditioning to perform the 
work at a cost of $43,899, we were 
informed that their project manager 
had left the company. Moreover, 
according to Victory’s new project 
manager, the agreed-upon estimate 
did not include important work and 
materials to do the project properly 
(including, for example, a new 
expansion tank, and a treatment 
to remove sediment and corrosion 
from our existing pipes before the 
new boilers are installed).

Victory has re-bid the project to 
include an expanded scope of work 
in the mid-$60,000 range. We are 
close to making a decision between 
them and another vendor. An 
update will be provided as soon as 
we make a decision. 

Safety The Committee continues 
to work on updating our fire 
detection system. We are obtaining 
an existing condition survey at an 
approved cost of $3,400. The survey 
should be completed by the end 
of November. Once we have the 
survey, we will be able to obtain 

quotes from fire safety engineers, 
who will provide a fire detection 
report and plan. This project is 
expected to be ongoing through the 
end of 2017. 

Structure Replacing and 
grounding our last electric panel 
will be scheduled for the coming 
months. We will also be replacing 
broken and slipping anchoring clips 
for the ice dam heating cables.

Future projeCtS
The Committee continues 

to work on the completing the 
following projects for the years 
indicated.

2017 propoSed projeCtS 
Safety Repair or replace the 

existing wheel chair ramp in its 
existing location.

Warmth Adding a separate wall 
mounted heating and AC unit for 
the office and faith development 
room, which would provide area-
specific, energy-efficient heating 
and air conditioning without having 
to heat the entire church every day.

Structure Repairing the parking 
lot and driveway to the Parsonage 
and around the Church. It is 
recommended that all cracked areas 
be replaced. Restoration funds 
would finance the crack and asphalt 
replacement. Building & Grounds 
would finance the seal coating and 
parking line painting.

Safety We are considering the 
(ContInued on page 4)
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Keeping up the good work (cont’d)
(ContInued From page 3)

installation of a wheelchair lift to 
the left entrance stairs, next to the 
office.

Structure Repair the Church’s 
masonry.

Structure Repair and seal the 
roof and bell tower to stop water 
intrusion.

Structure Replace the kitchen 
door landing and sidewalk to direct 
water flow away from the Church 
and door.

Warmth Replace the aging 
Parsonage boiler with an energy 
efficient system.

2018 propoSed projeCtS
Structure Replace the ground-

level windows in the kitchen and 
dining room, along with replacing 
or repairing the window framing.

Structure Repair the stained 
glass windows and replace the 
plexiglass protectors with flashing 
to direct water away from the 
windows.

Structure Remodel the dining 
room. This work is tied to the 
completion of the water intrusion 
work, and also is tied to the fire 
safety work because it will most 
likely require removal of the ceiling 

and installing a drop ceiling. It 
is suggested that a dehumidifier 
similar to the one added to the 
Parsonage be added to the church 
basement.

The Restoration Committee 
wants to hear the Congregation’s 
comments, suggestions, questions 
or concerns about the Church’s 
restoration and the Committee’s 
projects. Please contact the 
Campaign Co-Chairs or any 
member of the Restoration 
Committee. You can also go to the 
Campaign’s website to complete 
an online survey. The survey and 
all comments, suggestions and 
concerns are reviewed by the 
Restoration Committee at its 
meetings. We need you to help keep 
the Campaign on track. 

For more information about 
the Restoration Campaign follow 
the Restoration Campaign link 
on the FFC website, http://
franklinfederated.org/, or go 
directly to the Campaign website, 
http://ffcrestoration.weebly.com/

The Campaign Co-Chairs, Allen 
Sawyer and Tom Pfeifle, look 
forward to hearing from you all.

— Tom Pfeifle

 november Birthdays
 7 Ruth Chism
 8 Benson Colella
 9 Amanda Patt
 14 Andrew Winslow
 15 Janet Whitten
 17 Floyd Edwards 

Dottie Goddard 
Laura (McKelvie) Johnson

 18 Lincoln Purdy
 19 George Dempsey
 21 Carol Schaaf
 22 Parker Vetrano
 23 Bethany (Goddard) Bryant 

Janet Paxton
 25 Peter Huie
 28 Sheldon Yon 

Sally Glynn

 november anniversaries
 11 Lisa & Doug Burr
 18 Diane & Jack Tennant
 20 Janet & Richard Whitten

Email greg@covalentdesign.com 
and office@franklinfederated.org  
to see your anniversary and 
birthday dates in Connections.

Office Hours Pastor Charley 
Eastman is available Sunday to 
Thursday, with days off on Friday 
and Saturday. 

the giving tree Missions will be placing tags on the Giving Tree on Nov. 27th.  
We will be helping 5 families through The Santa Foundation, a local organization 
that will be providing Christmas gifts for over 900 families this year. We also  
will purchase gifts or gift cards for the women living in the Meadows House,  
a home for women transitioning from Massachusetts Correctional Institution.  
We thank you for your support each and every year!  — Deb Stiffler

 to:  The Meadows House and

   the Santa Foundation
from:  Franklin Federated Church
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welCome mInIStry

Beyond the threshold
Why do we walk in the door at FFC? Is it to have 

a time each week for us not to have to do many 
things? Do we come to see friends, to sing, to greet, to 
be and to listen and hear about God? Are we hungry 
for meaning, for faith, for belief, for hope when it does 
not seem possible? 

Do we want to see what a group of committed 
people can accomplish? Do we take advantage of the 
Rummage Sale to reduce clutter in our homes or to find 
the things that we really need at prices we can afford? 

Do we care that Franklin Federated Church 
welcomes all and that we are committed as a faith 
community to helping others? 

Does prayer have meaning when we hear so many 
each week? Do we begin to see that the wider world 
surrounds us and consider what we contribute to it? 
Are we richer for fellowship, for mission and learning 
about a meaningful way of life?

Does attending church help us to be aware of 
choices, of integrity in our actions, thoughts and 

words? Do we consider morality as we live our lives 
each week? Does going to church help us offer our 
children a foundation of faith or a basis for action? 

Do we consider right and wrong? Do we think 
about integrity in our interaction with spouses, lovers, 
companions, family and friends and colleagues?

Luke Chapter 12 verse 48 says, “From everyone to 
whom much has been given, much will be required; 
and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, 
even more will be demanded.” 

As Thanksgiving nears and we consider the bounty 
or lack thereof that we experience in our lives, should 
we also ask what we do to enrich ourselves in faith, 
what we do for the community and the wider world? 
Do we feel stretched, enriched, challenged or excited by 
our actions and our faith? How can we and how do we 
make a difference? The Bible offers ideas; the sermons 
encourage us to consider topics and experiences. 

God is real, here and within each of us. Go with God 
all ways.  — Maridee Kirwin

reStoratIon CampaIgn

Timely pledges fund our ongoing repair projects
It is hard to believe it has been almost a year since 

we successfully carried out the pledge portion of our 
Restoration Campaign. You may remember that it was 
at the end of 2015 when members and friends of the 
church were asked to commit to three-year pledges to 
pay for our many pressing building needs.

Thanks to everyone who has been faithfully fulfilling 
those promises and paying their pledges — much work 
has been accomplished. New front stairs and walkways; 
replacement of the kitchen door roof; work at both 
roof and foundation level to fix drainage issues; mold 
remediation in the parsonage; new Sunday School 

heaters; electrical work; and more.
But much remains to be done including the boiler 

replacements, fire protection system and stained glass 
window repairs. We are counting on everyone to get 
their pledges in so that we can continue to carry out 
this important work. 

As the end of the year approaches, please make sure you 
are caught up on your pledge. Can’t remember what you are 
due to pay when? Talk to Annette Thompson (annette.
thompson@fmglobal.com) and she will fill you in.

Thank you all for your support!
— The Restoration Campaign Committee
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Returning to us after a two-year  

hiatus, the amazing

Performing an arrangement of  

Winter & Christmas melodies

New England Ringers

Sponsor/Donation Form

donor/Company name

addreSS

CIty State ZIp

ContaCt name 

emaIl 

phone 

Advertise your business through various sponsorship levels 
as listed below (circle one):

Platinum Sponsor $ 150 (4 complimentary tickets)

Gold Sponsor $ 125 (3 complimentary tickets)

Silver Sponsor $ 100 (2 complimentary tickets)

Brass Sponsor $ 75 (1 complimentary ticket)

Amount enclosed: $

Checks should be made out to the Franklin Federated Church. 

All Sponsors will receive recognition in the concert 
program, on the church website and on the church 
Facebook page. Please include address where complimentary 
tickets should be mailed, if different than listed.

If you are interested in sponsoring this beautiful event 
please give your completed sponsorship form to a member 
of the Christmas Concert Team, or mail donations to:

Franklin Federated Church
Attn: Christmas Concert
171 Main Street
Franklin, MA 02038

To guarantee inclusion in printed materials, donations 
must be made prior to November 13, 2016. Please enclose 
this form with your donation as well as a business card.

Email hughespaterno@gmail.com with questions.
Franklin Federated Church is a registered non-profit 

organization. Thank you for supporting the Franklin 
Federated Church.

— Maridee Kirwin, Debby Bergstrom,  
Annette Thompson, Colleen Hughes-Paterno

Franklin Federated Church
Presents This Year’s AnnualChristmas Concert

Tickets ($15) are on sale at the church on Sunday or by calling the church office at (508) 528-3803.
We look forward to seeing you, your family, and your friends at this special Christmas celebration.

••
Saturday, November 26, 2016 • 7:30 p.m.

171 Main Street, Franklin, MA
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nomInatIng

Please consider team or ministry involvement
Help the church benefit from 

your skills and talents in 2017.  
Most teams or ministries meet once 
a month and offer a way to meet 
people and do God’s work at the 
same time. 

The following is a list of 
ministries that could use your help:

 Buildings and Grounds»
 Christian Education»
 Community Outreach & Public »

Relations
 Deacons»
 Diversity and Inclusion»
 Missions»
 Nominating»

 Stewardship»
 Technology»
 Welcoming»

If you are interested in any  
of these, please e-mail  
Robin Chisholm at prchisholm@
verizon.net.

— Robin Chisholm

treaSurer’S report

An update on budgeted vs. actual income and 
expenses for July to September 2016

Budget vS. aCtualS, july– SeptemBer 2016

  aCtual  Budget %
total InCome  $ 41,717 $ 53,949 77%
total expenSeS  41,996  55,128 76%

net deFICIt  $ (280) $ (1,179)

This report was presented at Church Council on 
October 22nd.

Income is less than budgeted: 
The fundraisers budget was allocated over the six 1. 
months but the largest one is the Rummage sale that 
occurred in October. This is not factored into the 
income through September.
Pledging is at 86% for these three months.2. 
We have not requested the income from the ABC 3. 
($700) or UCC ($2,000) yet and it is budgeted over 
the six months (July – December.) Council will make 
a decision at the November meeting to determine if 
that request should occur in December.

Expenses are less than budgeted:
Fuel expenses have been low due to mild weather 1. 
($2000)
Hourly employees worked less hours in summer 2. 
($1500)
Church and parsonage maintenance is under ($2700)3. 
Equity Plan funding has not been booked ($1500). 4. 
This is done at year end.
Many ministry teams did not spend during summer 5. 
months ($1,500)
Timing of seasonal activities (lawn, snow removal) 6. 
have not been paid ($1,000)
Timing of one week of salaries not paid for last week 7. 
of September ($1,000)
No disbursement to UCC for dues ($1,000)8. 

Please let me know if you have any questions.
— Stephanie Potts, 

Treasurer, Franklin Federated Church

articles for Connections Would you like to see your church news item in Connections? Please send stories 
and images to Greg Flynn at greg@covalentdesign.com. Deadline for articles is the 15th of the month. Thanks!
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FFC’s annual Rummage Sale on October 15th was 
once again a success, raising just over $4,700! 

Precisely at 7 a.m. on a beautiful fall morning, we 
started setting up tables and unpacking the storage 
unit. We had early birds lined up in the parking lot and 
along the sidewalk waiting for us to open. With many 
hands on deck for set up, we were ready in plenty of 
time. 

We had a constant stream of people throughout the 
day and some nice comments were made about our 
new set up inside. At 1 p.m. we began our half-price 
sale and clothing bag sale. 

When the sale was over, however, clean up was slow 
because we didn’t have nearly enough “man” power to 
pack up the left overs. We will definitely need more 
help with this next year. 

Planet Aid came and picked up any clothing, toys, 
and books that were left and the pod was filled with the 
remaining items.

The following is a list of all the groups and 
organizations that also benefited from our rummage 
sale:

FISH of Franklin – 10% of our earnings
CityReach – jeans, sweatshirts, shoes, hats, 

backpacks, and coats

Bellingham and Franklin Libraries – books
Catie’s Closet – children’s clothing (provides 

clothing to improve school attendance and removes 
social stigma by providing a resource of clothing and 
basic necessities to students living below the poverty 
line)

Temple Etz Chaim – rummage items for a 
fundraiser they were holding thru Savers

HMEA – vases
Project Just Because and St. Mary’s – stuffed 

animals
Franklin Food Pantry – toiletries
Planet Aid – clothing, books, and toys
The Franklin Community – benefited from our low 

prices on quality clothing and household items
A big thank you to all of you who donated, baked, 

helped with sorting and pricing, came to set up, 
cashiered, or cleaned up. A special thanks to the Youth 
Group for selling the food this year. This sale could not 
take place without your help. 

With that said, please consider joining our informal, 
unofficial, Rummage Sale team. Dayle Maltais, Chris 
Brown and I would really appreciate having some more 
active volunteers to bounce ideas off of.

— Lesa Rogers

rummage Sale

Good times, great deals
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Do you have a terminal or a chronic 
illness? 

Are you the loved one of someone with a 
terminal or chronic illness?

Have you lost your job and are struggling 
with the process of finding a new job or 
career?

Are you facing relocation to a place away from the area?
Have you recently moved to this area and are having 

difficulty with the adjustment?
Are you going through a divorce, or adjusting to life 

after divorce?
Have you lost a loved one, and your life has been 

forever changed?

Are you overwhelmed with the changes in 
your life because a baby has arrived?

Are you a single parent and feel that you 
have nobody to talk to about parenting?

Is a spiritual crisis making you feel empty 
or confused?

Are the thoughts of having an “empty nest” 
making you feel anxious or very sad?

If you answered YES to any of these questions, a 
Stephen Minister can walk with you and help you get 
through this difficult time.

Please contact Pastor Charley or Marilyn Sutcliffe to 
find out more about how a Stephen Minister can help.

— Marilyn Sutcliffe

Stephen mInIStry

Who needs a Stephen Minister?

M I N I S T R Y
STEPHEN

Volunteers for November Sunday Services
 nov. 6th 13th 20th 27th

greeterS Carol Schaaf Jane Sveden Nancy Ross Dottie Diskin 
 Michelle Smits Linda Robbins Laura Anderson Carrie Flynn

uSherS Marilyn Sutcliffe Dottie Diskin Deb Stiffler Maridee Kirwin 
 Janice Houlihan Marilyn Sutcliffe Brenda Simoncini 

Candle lIghterS Brenda Simoncini Beth Fisk Carol Schaaf  
 Lesa Rogers  Lesa Rogers 

deaCon oF the day Tom Pfeifle Seth Newton Karen Leenhouts Deb Bergstrom

Counter John Wagner Larry Childs Lesa Rogers Steve Kinson

CheCker Brenda Simoncini Roger Bailey Allen Sawyer Seth Newton

lIturgISt Jake Houlihan Larry Childs Marilyn Sutcliffe Maridee Kirwin

the greening of the church will take place on Saturday, nov. 26th at 10 a.m. 
Food and refreshments will be provided for helper elves. The de-greening will be on 
Sunday, January 8th, 2017, following worship. 

We will need help hanging decorations. Also, we’d like youth to help hang decor above 
the altar. Look for a sign-up sheet in the parlor starting November 6th. — Katherin Weir
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ChrIStIan eduCatIon

Appreciation for Educators, Assistants, Shepherds 
and Story Tellers, Adult Education and Mentors
How often do we consider the impact of Christian 

Education or faith growth in our lives? How 
many FFC children can tell you the story of Noah 
and the Ark, of Cain and Abel, of Esau, of Joseph, of 
John the Baptist? How many adults have found their 
understanding of Christianity enriched by the videos 
and discussions on Sunday morning? How many have 
attended the now Sunday, formerly, Saturday monthly 
Bible study reading and discussed what a verse/verses 
mean to you? How many have been shepherds or story 
tellers?

Each is activity is an extravagant welcome to learn, 
to hear, and to consider faith. For some, it is the stories 
of our youth that lead to considering affirmation. FFC 
is fortunate to have a large group of 5th to 8th graders 
who discuss the sermon with leaders each week. The 
Shepherds and Story Tellers for the younger classes 

ensure there is a common basis of understanding.
We learn in so many ways. The extravagant welcome 

is found in the opportunities. The Welcome Ministry 
would like to thank the Christian Education committee 
for working to create an environment that is welcoming 
and safe. The Pickhovers’ commitment to the adult 
program is long-standing and valued by all. Thank you 
to the Shepherds and Story Tellers for being there for 
the children and making the Bible real. Thank you to 
Darrell Oakley and Larry Childs for coordinating and 
leading the monthly Sunday Bible discussion.

The commitment of the Mentors and the affirmands’ 
knowledge will build in the coming months resulting 
in decisions that are made from knowledge and 
self awareness to be members of the congregation. 
Thank you all for making FFC a church that offers an 
extravagant welcome.  — Maridee Kirwin

welCome mInIStry

Thanks to our Arbor Artists: ‘It’s all good’
When pulling in to the FFC 

parking lot, or when driving 
past, “it” all looks so neat and pretty 
with fall colors and neat borders—
just as it has all spring and summer.

The beautiful plantings and the 
neat landscaping are a labor of love. 
The pots on the front steps, the 
perennial gardens by the carport 
and the front sign; the garden at 
the foot of The Little Library, the 

kitchen garden, the plantings by 
the stone wall and the shrubs and 
bushes along the entire front of the 
church building, all of these areas 
are taken care of by FFC volunteers

This homegrown care and attention 
happens thanks to the creative hands 
and love and generosity of Nancy Ross, 
Phyllis Higgins and her family, Chris 
Brown, Darryl Oakley, Bob Miller, 
and Jane Giallonardo. Each of these 

individuals or families has taken on 
the care of a specific area of the church 
and tended it for a year or more.

So, our thanks goes out to all 
these creative people.

And, if the spirit moves any of the 
rest of us to adopt a spot that is in 
need of attention, there’s room for 
additional hands when springtime 
rolls around. Think on it.

— Jane Sveden

CwS hygiene kits needed The deadline for Church World Service Hygiene Kits is November 20th. For a list 
of kit contents, please refer to the October issue of Connections or talk to a member of the Missions team. 
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We are now taking orders for poinsettias to be placed in church on 
Saturday, December 17th, 2016. 

The deadline is December 4th — so place your order now!  
The cost per plant is $8. Please indicate your choice of color: red, pink, 

or white. Although we cannot guarantee colors, we will do our best to fulfill your request. Order forms (with 
payment attached) may be placed in the Christmas Poinsettia box on the table in the front hallway, or in the 
offering plate clearly marked “Poinsettias.” 

Please take your plant(s) home following the December 18th church service. Any plants not picked up will be  
disposed of. For questions, please contact Debbie Holleran at (508) 528-8681 or debbieholleran241@gmail.com 

Poinsettia Order Form

I would like to order    poinsettias at $8 each as follows:

Given by                                ( ) red ( ) pink ( ) white

( ) in memory, or ( ) in honor of                                   

Given by                                ( ) red ( ) pink ( ) white

( ) in memory, or ( ) in honor of                                   

Enclosed is payment of $     to cover the cost of the plants ordered above. 

Name                           Phone                   

Please make your check payable to Franklin Federated Church, with “Poinsettias” in the memo line.

volunteerIng

TLC needed for FFC handbell equipment
Did you know that your church 

owns two octaves of handbells?
A volunteer is needed to organize 

several boxes of handbell music, 
gloves, and other small items that 
make up the necessary extras that go 
into handbell choir presentations.

Items currently are stored in 
old unmarked cardboard boxes 

of various sizes. The job includes 
procuring plastic bins, arranging 
for cleaning of items if necessary, 
labeling and readying items for safe 
storage until that day when some 
interested folks appear and say, “We 
can help make that happen,” and the 
once fabled FFC Bell Choir is again 
ringing with joy. — Jane Sveden
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Franklin Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
The Franklin Interfaith 

Council will hold its annual 
Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, 
November 20, 2016, from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. at the First Universalist 
Society, 262 Chestnut Street in 
Franklin. This year Temple Etz 
Chaim is hosting the Service. 
Everyone is welcome, and all are 
invited to attend. 

The Thanksgiving Service is one of the loveliest 
community events of the year. We gather together  
as people of many faiths to celebrate and give thanks 
for the countless blessings in our lives through 
readings, reflection, and prayers. The Interfaith Choir 
will offer several musical selections to lift our spirits 
and glorify God. 

One very special part of the 
Service is the opportunity to make 
a free-will offering to the Franklin 
Fuel Assistance Fund, which provides 
relief for winter heating costs to 
local families in need. 

The Thanksgiving Service is a 
meaningful and wonderful way 
to begin the Holiday Season. 

The Unitarian Universalist meeting house, which is 
handicap accessible, has ample parking. Please join us.

Other members of the Franklin Interfaith Council 
include the Franklin United Methodist Church,  
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints, Divine Mercy Old Catholic Parish, and Franklin 
Federated Church, of course!  — Susy Affleck Childs


